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over the sad affliction with which their favou-
rite had been visited. The Emaum strove to
comfort her, and proposed that she should
perform the prayer in which Mahumud had
instructed his followers for * The Opening of
Difficulties.' ' Alas!' replied the woman, ' poor
ignorant that I am, how shall I repeat that
prayer; I cannot read: knowest thou not, my
Emaum, that I am not acquainted with letters?'
* But I will teach you the prayer,' answered the
Emaum ; * you shall repeat it after me, and by
diligence you will acquire it perfectly by that
day, on which our Prophet commanded his
followers to perform the fast and offer this
prayer, that God might be pleased to remove
their calamities/

e< The poor woman obeyed all the injunctions
and advice of the Emaum Jauffur Saadick
punctually; acquired, by her diligence, the
words of the prayer; strictly observed the pre-
paration by fast; and, on the fifteenth ' day of
Rujub,' the prayer was duly performed, with
sincere devotion and perfect faith in God's
power, and His infinite mercy.